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Arkansas FIRST 

® Robotics Competition Team Students Participate in  
2016 China Robotics Challenge 

 
15 Teams from USA, Canada, Israel, Australia, Brazil join 42 Chinese Teams for  

Robotics Workshops and Scrimmage  
 
A team of 10 robotics team members from Mountain Home, Arkansas, traveled to Shanghai, China, 
August 4-15 to participate in the 2016 China Robotics Challenge. Seven high school students, one 
college student and two adult mentors, members of the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) Team 16 
known as the “Bomb Squad,” were invited by the Chinese event organizers to share their skills and 
experience with new Chinese teams. They spent several days prior to the competition working with 
students in the China Urban Youth Robotics Alliance to help the Chinese teams build FRC robots to 
compete in the games.  In addition to the team from Mountain Home, there were FRC teams from 
California, Texas, New York, Washington, Nevada, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Hawaii, Brazil, Israel, Canada 
and Australia. 
 
The 57 international teams played the 2016 FIRST Robotics challenge FIRST STRONGHOLD

SM
  

The Bomb Squad was honored to receive an Inspiration Award from their Chinese hosts.   In addition to 
the workshops and scrimmage, the teams had a lot of opportunity to explore Shanghai and were taken on  
an excursion to the Yellow Mountains where they took cable cars and hiked up 5,000 feet to stay in a  
lodge at the top of the range.  They got to experience a lot of Chinese life and traditional food.  They were  
able to make friends with many of their Chinese peers and will be continuing to communicate with them  
and hope to host them in a visit to Arkansas.  Photo galleries of the trip:   
https://meredith.smugmug.com/FIRST-Robotics/2016-Season/2016-China/2016-China- 
https://meredith.smugmug.com/FIRST-Robotics/2016-Season/2016-China/2016-China-Johns-Photos 
 
The 2017 Arkansas Rock City Regional will be held at Barton Coliseum March 8-11, 2017 and the  
Chinese teams have been invited to attend.  Information about the event and team list will be posted here  
as it becomes available:  Arkansas FIRST Incorporated.  All our events are free and open to the  
public.  The FIRST Robotics Competition is a program that challenges high school students – working  
with professional Mentors – to design and build a robot to contend in competitions that measure the  
effectiveness of each robot, the power of collaboration and the determination of students.  Teams are  
forming now and there are grants available:  http://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/frc/grants 
 
The Bomb Squad is in its 21st season and are members of the FIRST Robotics Hall of Fame. They were  
the 2012 FIRST World Champions and have been invited to the White House Science Fair and the 2013  
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.   
 
Special thank you to Arkansas FIRST Incorporated, Baxter Healthcare and the local community who  
made this trip possible especially the Science and Technology Group, Interventional Pain Management  
Associates, Dave Matty, Mayor Dillard, Hal and Marilyn Cochran, George and Joyce Hove, Kassie Huett,  
the team member’s family who donated the beef and many others who participated in fundraising  
activities. The team is still selling tickets for a chance to win two ¼ beefs for $1 each. 
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