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Arkansas FIRST 

® Robotics Competition Team Students to Participate in  
2017 China Robotics Challenge 

 
13 Teams from USA, Canada, Mexico, Australia, and Brazil join 80 Chinese Teams for  

Robotics Workshops and Scrimmage  
 

SEARCY and MOUNTAIN HOME, Arkansas – A team of nine FIRST Robotics Competition team 
members from Searcy and Mountain Home, Arkansas, will travel to Zhengzhou, China, July 18-30 to 
compete at the 2017 China Robotics Challenge. The students and mentors are members of the FIRST 
Robotics Competition (FRC) Teams 3937 Breakaway from Harding Academy in Searcy and FRC Team 
323 Lights Out, a community team in Mountain Home.  They will spend a few days prior to the 
competition working with students in the China Urban Youth Robotics Alliance (CUYRA) to help the 
Chinese teams build FRC robots to compete in the games. 
 
Lt. Governor Tim Griffin offered this in support of the trip:  “I want to congratulate the students who have 
been selected to the FIRST Robotics Competition Team on this outstanding achievement. Traveling to 
China for the 2017 China Robotics Competition is an incredible honor and opportunity, and I know that 
these students will take advantage of this experience by applying their knowledge, participating in cultural 
exchange, and representing Arkansas well.” 
 
Along with the other guest teams, they will then be treated to an educational tour of significant Chinese 
sights.  The team members will be provided complimentary excursions to the birthplace of Chinese 
martial arts Shaolin Temple, the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site Longmen Grottoes, some famous 
Ming Dynasty architecture, the Xi’an Muslim Quarter, the Huaqing Hot Spring Scenic Area and a coveted 
trip to the Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses Museum – one of the world’s most impressive archeological 
finds of all time. 
 
After the educational trip, the teams will again meet up with the Chinese teams to help them finish their 
robots and participate in a four day FIRST Robotics Competition playing the 2017 challenge FIRST 
SteamWorks.   
 
There are only 9 American teams who will be invited guests of CUYRA and for the second year in a row, 
Arkansas FRC team members will be there.  Arkansas FIRST Inc. Executive Director Meredith Novak 
was given the opportunity to again invite team members and the invitation was extended to a joint team of 
FRC 3937 and FRC 323 members.  The team will be competing with Breakaway’s 2017 robot, 
Dreadnought which was shipped in a specially built crate on June 7. 
 
This is the third year for the event and the additional teams will be from all over the world including Brazil, 
Australia, Canada, Mexico, Hawaii, Nevada, New York, California, Washington, Missouri, Virginia and 
Wisconsin. 
 
http://www.harding.edu/academy/academics/robotics 
 
http://lightsout.rip/index.html 
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